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Thank You, Peramathon Family Sponsors 
 

Abdel-Qader family 
Anderson family 
Bernstein-Cline family 
Curtis family 
Diaz Blardoni family  
Greenberg family 
Han family  
Jones family 

Mackenzie family 
O’Malley family 
Dr. Jignesh & Miki Patel 
Reuter family 
Sallapudi family 
Septer family 
Twarowski family 

 

Thank You To Everyone Who Helped Make 2017 Peramathon an 

Incredible Success! 

Camillia Mankovich & Leslie Korff: Peramathon Co-Chairs 
 

Ilene Balzan* 
Darbi Bossman 
Jolanta Brewer, Jola 

Portraits 
Peter Burroughs 
Giao Calleja 
James Cannon 
Jolie Cannon 
Heather Carpenter 
Cinthia Chung 
Jennifer Cushman 
Laurie Cruley* 
Dora Damico 
Varsha Doshi 
Deidre D’Silva 
Caroline Edwards 
Linda Fiumfreddo 
Lesley France 
Kirstin Fulkerson 
Renata Gaertner 
Veronica Genta* 
Cindy Gries 
Priyanki Gupta 
Rebecca Guttridge 
Gina Han 
Katherine Hester 
Carol Hoffman 
Stephanie Hofmann 
Nikosha Indurskaya 
Ghadir Irshaid* 

Janna Kim 
Karen Kirsch* 
John Korff* 
Karen Kortie 
Isa Lambert 
Allison Laudenslager 
Allison Lerario 
Jamie Lerario 
Erica Lyons 
Maria Martin 
Bhavna Mayor 
Maria McCarrick 
Carol McCloskey* 
Mette Milland 
Megan Nisberg 
Nikosha Orchard 
Mildred Pastorizo 
Vimal Patel 
LaToya Price-Childs 
Renee Ryckman 
Nadia Sibinkic  
Michelle Schultz 
Kate Schwartz 
Sarah Soboleski 
Natalya Soshnikova 
Liguo Song 
Beth Sullivan* 
Sandy Szmania 
Lin Tang 
Alyson Treadway 

Nancy Vafeas 
Aurelie Vandenbroek* 
Christiana Victor 
Gabriel Wasserman 
Steve Wirt 
* indicates super star 

volunteer 
 
A huge thank you to 

Woomee Yu for the 
countless hours and 
enthusiasm! 

Thank you to the 
amazing custodial team! 

Thank you Jenny Reyka 
and the office team! 

Thank you teachers for 
all your support! 

Thank you Dr. Covert 
for your ongoing 
support! 

Thank you, Ms.Tucak! 
Peramathon wouldn’t 
be successful without 
your support. 

Thank you to Pizza 
SRQ for donating pizza 
for all the classrooms 
pizza parties won for 
Peramathon.
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Scheduled Events 
March Highlights  
1-3 Writing Tests 
2 Mcintosh&PV@Booker Track&Field, 4:30 pm 
3 Proud Python 9:15 – 9:30 pm 
5 PV@Booker Basketball, 6:00 pm 
6-10 Writing Tests 
6-10 Career Lessons Grade 5, 9:15 – 11:15 am 
9 ACT Mock Exam, 1:30 – 5:30 pm 
9 SDMT Meeting, 4:00 pm 
9 Track & Field @ PV, 4:30 pm 
10 MS Student Council Dance, 6:30 pm  
11 SAT (Off campus), 8:30 am 
13-17 SPRING BREAK, no school 
23 SDMT Meeting, 4:00 pm 
23 Track&Field @ Sarasota, 4:30 pm 
28 Town Hall Meeting, 6:00 pm in MPR 
31 Elementary Spirit Day, All Day 
31 AR Movie, 1:300 am – 2:00 pm  
31 Kid’s Night Out, 4:00 – 8:30 pm 

 

April Highlights  
3 PROFESSIONAL DAY, no school 
5 Track&Field Finals (TBD), 3:30 pm 
5 College Night – 11th Grade parents, 6:30 pm 
7 Peramathon Awards Ceremony, 2:00 pm 
8  Python Run 
8  Jazz Under the Stars, 8:00 pm 
10 SAC Meeting, 4:00 pm 
11-13 College Essay Workshops, 1:00 pm 
11 PVA Meeting, 6:00 pm 
13 SDMT Meeting, 7:00 pm 
14 NO SCHOOL 
18 Python Chorus Spring Concert, 6:30 pm 
21 Pine View Pride Day & Earth Day 
24 -28 Week Without Hate events 
27 SDMT Meeting, 4:00 pm 
28 Proud Python, 9:15 pm 
29 Grad Night, Universal, 4:00 pm 
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President’s Letter 
Dear Pine View Families: 

“Life is about priorities and choices.  Decide what your 
priorities are, and make your choices based on them.” If 
my boys, Jack & Ben, are reading this, they are likely rolling 
their eyes, since I have been repeating this refrain to them 
for most of their lives.  It also works in reverse – if you look 
at someone’s choices, you can usually determine what their 
priorities are with relative ease.  At Pine View, we are so 
fortunate to have so many who make our school and our 
students a priority, and choose to serve in so many ways. 

In February, PVA celebrated those who have made 
serving others – through volunteering – a priority.  Our Volunteer Breakfast 
was a delight, and we cannot say “thank you” enough to our Volunteers of the 
Year: Lauren Burd, Brooke Picazio, Erin Chen, Woomee Yu, James 
McGuire, and Chef Paul Mattison. What wonderful examples all of you 
have set for the PV community! 

Also in February, PVA threw a party-in-motion called Peramathon 2017!  
We walked, we ran, we raised money, and had a blast doing it on a perfect 
winter day in paradise. PVA is thankful for leaders like Camillia 
Mankovich, Leslie Korff, Woomee Yu, and their small army of helpers 
for making it all happen.  Peramathon is a beloved Pine View tradition, and it 
seems like every year is the best one yet. Well done, Pine View! 

PVA is always looking for new ideas, new people, and new energy to 
move our organization, and our school, forward. At PVA’s Annual Meeting on 
April 11, new directors will be elected, and Committee Chairs will give their 
annual reports. Is supporting Pine View – and our amazing kids - a 
priority for you? If so, please locate the nomination form in this issue, fill 
it out, and submit it to the front office by March 31.  PVA Board Members 
chair major fundraisers and events; disburse funds for organizations, 
programs, and projects; cultivate important relationships with sponsors and 
volunteers; collaborate with the administration and faculty on new 
initiatives; produce directories and communications; serve as ambassadors 
for our school; and go the extra degree for PV. If Pine View is a priority for 
you – perhaps the PVA Board of Directors is, too. Questions?  Feel free to 
shoot me an e-mail at president@yourpva.org. 

One priority on which we can all agree is making sure that our students 
have the facilities and equipment they need and deserve to continue to shine. 
To that end, please join us for a PV Town Hall meeting on Tuesday, 
March 28 at 6:00 pm in the Multi-Purpose Room in building 16. Our 
guest will be Kathie Ebaugh, Director of Planning for the Sarasota County 
School District.  This is our opportunity to share with her what we, as a 
community, want to see in the new building scheduled to be built at PV 
in the next couple of years. Let’s have our voices heard early and often in the 
planning process. 

Our next PVA meeting will be held on Tuesday, March 7, at 6:00 pm in 
the Multi-Purpose Room in building 16 (note the room change).  All are 
welcome, and we would love to see you there.  

See you at Pine View! 

 
Karen Kirsch 

Pine View Association President  

Executive 
Committee 
Karen Kirsch, 

 President 

Renee Ryckman, 

 Vice-President 

Aurelie Vandenbroek 

 Treasurer 

Laura Mattia, 

 Assistant Treasurer 

Ilene Balzan, 

 Recording 

Secretary 

Paige Dean, 

 Corresponding 

Secretary 

 
Board of 
Directors 
Jenn Ayer 

Ilene Balzan 
Kati Burns 

Camille Cline 

Paige Dean 

Jeff Gavette 

Lisette Grieco 

Katherine Hester 

Karen Kirsch 

Laura Mattia 

Mary McCarrick 

Carol McCloskey 

Natalie Merkher 

Valerie Orr 

Mildred Pastorizo 

Scott Peterson 

Renee Ryckman 

Beth Sullivan 

Laura Ter Doest 

Ben Turoff 

Aurelie VandenBroek 

 

Faculty Reps 
Jennifer Wise – 

Elementary 

Desiree Schell – 

Middle School 

Seth Gardner –  

High School 

Dr. Stephen P. Covert, 

    Principal 

 

Your PVA Team 

Visit PVA 
online at  

 www. 
yourPVA.org 

mailto:president@yourpva.org
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Invites you to be a part of 

Faculty & Staff 

Appreciation!! 
 

Pine View’s tradition of excellence would not be possible without our dedicated 
teachers and staff. Our biggest event of the year is coming the first week in May 1st-
5th where we serve breakfast one day and lunch on the other four days. Last year we 
added little give-aways by random drawing that was a big success. 

There are lots of ways to get involved and give back to the Pine View Community. 
All involved are acknowledged in an upcoming issue of Pine Views. Thank You! 

Donate desserts, homemade or store bought 
Donate cases of water or canned soda 

Volunteer your time to help set-up, serve, or clean-up 
Donate money to our event as a Patron 

$1,000 Double Diamond $500 Diamond $300 Platinum $250 Gold $200 Silver  
$150 Bronze $100 Python Up to $99 Friend 

Get Donations for Give-Aways 
(Starbucks giftcards, movie tickets etc) 

 
To find out more, please contact your Committee Chairs. You can also tear off 

the bottom sheet and send to the front office. If you send an email, you will be 
placed on the contact email list: 

Karen Johnson 716-2786, Karenleighj@gmail.com,  
Dawn Merrill 915-7126 Dhmerrill@aol.com 

 
ANOTHER COMMITTEE MEMBER IS NEEDED! PLEASE CONTACT KAREN IF YOU 

WANT TO JOIN THE TEAM!!! 
 

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
  

Name:__________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Children’s Names Attending PV:_________________________________________________ 
 

Donation:__________________Email_______________________________________________ 
 
  

mailto:Karenleighj@gmail.com
mailto:Dhmerrill@aol.com
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Dear Pine View School Parents and Community: 
While the rest of the United States is chilly and shoveling snow, we are 

truly fortunate in the Sunshine State to enjoy the weather, our incredible 
students and teachers, and our amazingly supportive Pine View parents!  In 
this month’s Principal’s Perspective, I want to share some updates and 
kudos to some amazing people. 

This year’s Peramathon, which was held on February 24, 2017, was an 
incredible success, and was only made possible through the tireless work of 
parent volunteers from PVA, such as co-chairs, Camillia Mankovich and 
Leslie Korff. This was a wonderful and sunny day for students to run, and an 
exciting way in which students collected pledges for the number of laps they 
were able to run on the PV track. Thank you to all the parents who came out and supported us the day of 
the race, as well as through your direct donations!  

As we receive feedback from students and parents regarding communication, we do our best to provide 
information in a manner most readily received by you. We currently use a variety of communication 
methods (i.e., PineViews, school website, week at a glance, Twitter, Facebook, ConnectEd, email “blasts”, 
and so on), we want to remind everyone about another method we are increasingly using to reach out to 
parents. It’s free, and very easy to use. Many of you use our free Remind.com service, but in case you don’t, 
here it is, again!  All you need to do is send a text message to 81010 with @pineviewsc in the message field. 
You will immediately receive a confirmation reply. It may also ask you to enter your name so that I know 
who is registering, but it is not necessary (or feel free to reply). 

Some of the great updates and activities going on at Pine View, in addition to the outstanding 
instructional preparation for formal assessments later this spring, the Pine View Variety show was a huge 
success- thank you to our student directors, their shadows, Ms. Gannon and Ms. Schran as sponsors!  
Kudos to our Chinese team under Kitty Wang and their incredible performance at last month’s competition. 
Also, kudos to our Pine View Science Olympiad and Ms. Angela Wilson for their incredible showing in 
competition in Hillsborough County. Kudos to the girls’ basketball team for their undefeated season and 
earning the title County Champions!  There are so many concerts, competitions, celebrations and events 
coming in the next weeks so please stay tuned!  There are always ways to get involved and make a 
difference for your children at Pine View! 

March 28 is the next PVA-sponsored Town Hall meeting at 6pm in the multipurpose room in Building 
16. Director of Planning, Kathie Ebaugh, for the district will be present to provide updates and the Pine 
View project in context of the many other needs and projects throughout the county. We are so pleased to 
be able to partner with PVA in presenting these new Town Hall meetings- we received feedback from 
parents and staff, and this initiative is a direct result of listening to our community. Everything we do at 
Pine View is designed with helping our student reach ever-higher levels of achievement, and open 
communication is critical for that success, so please keep the ideas coming! 

On the school website, you will also find information about the upcoming Florida Standards 
Assessments (FSA’s), Advanced Placement (AP) mock schedules, Advanced Placement (AP) exam 
schedules, End of Course (EOC) exam schedules and end of year activities, such as “grad bash.”  It is 
important to note that for graduating seniors, students are required to attend school and be in good 
standing in order to attend grad bash, so please be in attendance!  Kudos to our amazing parents for their 
time and energy in planning our grade level moving up ceremonies, end of the year activities, and 
celebrating our outstanding students!   

I have been visiting with seniors to start our preparations for graduation and drafting my comments 
which make the ceremony so personalized and special for them. It’s hard to believe it’s right around the 
corner, and Pine View thanks each and every parent for their love, support, and encouragement of their 
students- whether a second or twelfth grader, going the extra degree makes all the difference!  Thank you! 

Go, Pythons!  
 
Stephen P. Covert, Ph.D. 
Principal 

“The best way to find yourself is to lose yourself in the 
service of others.” 

Mahatma Gandhi 
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Pine View Information  
 
 

1 Python Path, Osprey FL 34229 • Phone: 941.486.2001 • Fax 941.486.2042 

Pine View Online: sarasotacountyschools.net/schools/pineview 

 
 

Administration Office Hours  

M-F 7:00 am - 5:00 PM 
 

Media Center Hours:  

M-F 7:45 am - 4:00 PM 
 

 

Administration 
Dr. Stephen P. Covert  ........... Principal 

 
Assistant Principals: 
Alison Rini .......................... Grades 2-5  
Sue Fair  ............................. Grades 6-7 
Brian Dorn .......................... Grades 8-9 
Jennifer Nzeza ............... Grades 10-12 
 
Guidance Counselors: 
Lance Bergman  .................... Grade 12 
Kate McManus ..................  Grades 2-5 
Lori Sandburg ..................... Grades 6-7 
Paula Lindsey ..................... Grades 8-9 
Lynn Halcomb ................ Grades 10-12 
 
Linda Lyons .... Admissions Coordinator 
Kim Ellis. ......... ESE Liaison Coordinator     
Christopher Hudson School Resource 

Deputy 
 

 

Monthly Meetings 
PVA Board ........ 2nd  Tuesday, 6:00 pm 
SAC .................... 2nd Monday, 4:00 pm 
SDMT ..... 2nd & 4th Thursdays, 4:00 pm 
 

 

Everyone is invited to attend these 

meetings. Unless otherwise noted, 

these meetings will be held in the 

Media Center, Room 911. 

Who To See If You Need… 
Accident Ins. Claim Form Jenny Reyka 
Activities Calendar ....... Crystal Barche 
Activity Bus..........................Front Desk 
Admissions ........................ Linda Lyons 
Announcements ........... Crystal Barche 
Attendance Info. ........ Maureen Borden 
Audio-Visual Aids .............. Cathy Tracy 
Custodial Assistance ...........Front Desk 
Deposit/Withdraw Funds ..... Teri Fisher 
Discipline Info. ........... Jennifer Slegeski  
Info. About Intramurals ...... Misty Tucak 
Lockers ............................ Jenny Reyka 
Medical Attention ....... Deana Sandefur 
Parking ................................Front Desk 
Sign In .................................Front Desk 
Sign Out ..............................Front Desk 
Snack Machine Refunds Student Union  
Student Activities .............. Misty Tucak 
Report theft or vandalism Dep. Hudson 
Transportation ....................... 486-2141 
Transcript Request .......... Sue Manders 
Withdrawals..................... Maggie Adler 

 

 

CLASS SCHEDULE 
 

    PERIOD   TIME  
1 7:21 - 8:13 
2  8:18 - 9:10 
3  9:15 -10:10 
4  10:15 -11:07 
5  11:12 -12:04 
6  12:09 - 1:01 
7  1:06 - 1:58 
8  2:03 - 2:55 
9  3:00 - 3:52 

 

Pine View School Mission 
Statement 

The mission of Pine View School 

is to provide a qualitatively different 

learning environment that nurtures a 

passion for intellectual curiosity, 

encourages risk taking, indepen-

dence and innovation, and is 

committed to a tradition of academic 

excellence and social responsibility. 

 

School Advisory Council 
(SAC) Mission Statement  
The purpose of the School 

Advisory Council is to enhance 

school site decision making, to serve 

in an advisory capacity to the 

principal regarding school improve-

ment, to assist in the preparation and 

evaluation of the school improve-

ment plan, and to   provide input on 

the budget and use of school 

improvement funds pursuant to 

Florida Statue 229.58. 

 

Shared Decision Making 
Team (SDMT) Mission 

Statement 
The Shared Decision Making 

Team is the policy making body at 

Pine View. Teachers, support staff, 

parents, and students have 

representatives who serve on this 

committee. Visitors are welcome to 

attend. 

 

DR. COVERT ONLINE - Stephen.Covert@sarasotacountyschools.net     
 

Feel free to drop Dr. Covert a line, ask a question, or share a comment. 
Keep in mind, however, that due to his heavy schedule, there may be a day or two delay in responding.  

He does promise to answer each and every message as quickly as possible.

http://www.sarasota.k12.fl.us/pvs
mailto:Stephen.Covert@sarasotacountyschools.net
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About PVA (  
The Pine View Association is Pine View’s organization of parents, teachers, staff and friends. PVA 

strives to enhance and enrich Pine View students’ school experience by supporting the school’s 
academic, social, fine arts and technology objectives. PVA encourages volunteerism, raises and 
disburses funds, promotes communication and cooperation with the school, provides input to 
the school on issues of concern to parents, and supports gifted advocacy issues on a local and 
statewide basis. 

PVA Committees & Chairs 
 

Ad Sales Coordinator: 
Alex Merkher  admin@yourpva.org 

Box Top$ for Education: 
Phyllis Weitzner  phypollitt@aol.com  

Business Directory: 
Natalie Merkher  sponsorship@yourpva.org  

Business Partners:  
Katherine Hester Krn.hester@gmail.com 

Parent Liaison Group: 
Renee Ryckman  
givingchallenge@yourpva.org  
Ilene Balzan  ilenebalzan@gmail.com 

Environmental Health & Safety: 
Nicole Jurczyk  Nicole@jurczyk.com  

Faculty & Staff Appreciation: 
Karen Johnson  karenleighj@gmail.com 
Dawn Merrill  dhmerrill@aol.com 
Robyn Nagler  Littleweedwear@aol.com 

Five Star School:  OPEN 

Funding Requests: 
Kati Burns  funding@yourpva.org  

Garden Committee: 
Tansy English garden@yourpva.org 
Valerie Rupp ivalerierupp@gmail.com 

Legislative: 
Mary McCarrick mary.mccarrick@yourpva.org 

Membership: 
Camillia Mankovich  camilliam@gmail.com 
Woomee Yu oomeeyu@hotmail.com 

Nutrition/Food Allergies: 
Rosana Motta-Zacks 
rosanamottazacks@hotmail.com  

PACE : 
Jill Creevy  jcreevy123@verizon.net 
Jill Middleton  jillcmiddleton@live.com 

Peramathon: 
Camillia Mankovich 
Leslie Korff 
peramathon@yourpva.org 

Pine View Fair: 
Valerie & Rob Orr  pv_fair@yourpva.org 

Pine View Pride: 
Suzanne Douglas  suzannemdouglas@yahoo.com 
Renata Gaertner  renatasumar@gmail.com 

Pinnacle: 
Carol McCloskey 
Jennifer Mason pinnacle@yourpva.org  

Proud Python: 
Rachel North Zipay mobilerach@verizon.net  

Elections: 
Ilene Balzan  ilenebalzan@gmail.com 

School Directory: 
Kati Burns   kati.burns@comcast.net 

School Store: 
Aileen Newell  bernail@yahoo.com  
Michelle Halbreich michellehalbreich@verizon.net 
Masha Kalmanovich  4masha@gmail.com 

Sponsorship: 
Natalie Merkher  sponsorship@yourpva.org 
Lisette Grieco lisette.grieco@yourpva.org 

STEAM: 
Laura Ter Doest  lauraterdoest@gmail.com  

Summer Camp Auction: 
OPEN summercamp@yourpva.org 

Team Up! Volunteer Coordinator: 
Stephanie Perdew 
stephperdew@verizon.net 

Wellness: OPEN 

mailto:admin@yourpva.org
mailto:phypollitt@aol.com
mailto:sponsorship@yourpva.org
mailto:givingchallenge@yourpva.org
mailto:ilenebalzan@gmail.com
mailto:Nicole@jurczyk.com
mailto:karenleighj@gmail.com
mailto:dhmerrill@aol.com
mailto:Littleweedwear@aol.com
mailto:funding@yourpva.org
mailto:mary.mccarrick@yourpva.org
mailto:camilliam@gmail.com
mailto:oomeeyu@hotmail.com
mailto:rosanamottazacks@hotmail.com
mailto:jcreevy123@verizon.net
mailto:jillcmiddleton@live.com
mailto:peramathon@yourpva.org
mailto:pv_fair@yourpva.org
mailto:%20%20suzannemdouglas@yahoo.com
mailto:renatasumar@gmail.com
mailto:pinnacle@yourpva.org
mailto:mobilerach@verizon.net
mailto:ilenebalzan@gmail.com
mailto:kati.burns@comcast.net
mailto:bernail@yahoo.com
mailto:michellehalbreich@verizon.net
mailto:4masha@gmail.com
mailto:sponsorship@yourpva.org
mailto:lisette.grieco@yourpva.org
mailto:lauraterdoest@gmail.com
mailto:summercamp@yourpva.org
mailto:stephperdew@verizon.net
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Accomplishments 
  

Verite Molinaro (Grade 2, pictured below with 

family, AP Alison Rini, Dr. Covert, and Mrs. 

Cookerly) and Maya Frankowski (Grade 6, pictured 

left with her family), were awarded new iPads for 

their entries in the Patterson Foundation’s 

“Suncoast Campaign for Grade Level Reading” 

contest for encouraging attendance!  It was a superb 

ceremony and attached are a few pictures of the 

happy awardees!  If you see these two talented 

students, please congratulate them. PV was well-

represented!  
  

 

Congratulations to our National Merit Finalists: 
Tea Binder 

Tyler P. Carmichael 
Benjamin Carry 

Jacquelyn S. Cetola 

Keanan M. Dols 

Scott Douglas 

Claire J. Dutreil 
Joseph T. Fauls 

Jade N. Fischer 

Rachel C. Galindo 

Samantha E. Gallahan 

Katie C. Green 

Alexander S. Griffin 
Francesca M. Ispaso 

Eryn T. Lin 

Rachel Meringer 

Kim Nguyen 

Livia Qoshe 

Zachary Raad 

Olympia J. Spivey 

Foster H. Swartz 

Ethan A. Sykes 

Phillip Tran 

William Wang 

Joshua C. Wolff 
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Congratulations to the winners of the Post Office Art Contest: 

 

3rd Grade: Dalton Burroughs               Teacher: Ms. Tucak 

3rd Grade: Mira Carpenter                   Teacher: Dr. Singleton 
4th Grade: Shaelyn Taylor                    Teacher: Ms. Wise 
4th Grade: Lia Truedinger                    Teacher: Ms. Wise 

4th Grade: Gabriel Live                        Teacher: Mrs. Simon 
5th Grade: Tian Jiao Doherty               Teacher: Mr. Vitkus 
5th Grade: Grant Burroughs                 Teacher: Mr. Vitkus 
5th Grade: Arriana Skivington-Olivera   Teacher Ms. Barber 
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Look What’s Happening in Our Classrooms: 

Grandusky - My classes have been working really hard on some great reading and 
writing activities. In 8th grade we’ve been working on To Kill a Mockingbird. Thanks to the 
SET team here on campus, we’re going to be relating the book to some non-fiction articles 
with the theme of “walk in another’s shoes”.  

In 6th we’ve all read the young adult version of Pay it Forward and will be discussing 
the impact of this novel in the GBC (Grandusky Book Club). Mrs. Sandburg from guidance 
will help lead a discussion about the power of acts of kindness. Feb 17th is RAK (Random 
Acts of Kindness Day), so our circles will encourage kids to participate in that! Our classes 
are reading Raymie Nightingale by Kate DiCamillo in class and are focusing on the motifs of 
friendship and good deeds. It’s a lovely book, and the kids are really enjoying it thus far! 

I’m also challenging both grade levels to a kindness campaign. We’ll all identify nice 
things that students have done and/or have been done for them. We’ll celebrate these 
things on Feb 14th in kindness circles and talk about the value of paying our kindness 
forward. We’ll also log these acts on abillionacts.org (which is a sight encouraging people to 
get out there and do some good!) 

We, of course, focus on academics here at PV, but without educating their hearts, we 
might be missing the point!   

Schran - Florida Studio Theatre came in the 6th grade Language Arts rooms last 
month and gave a workshop to our students on playwriting.  

We are also reading a new novel, Raymie Nightingale. The focus is on identifying 
literary elements, figurative language, themes, motifs, symbols, and tone changes. 

The 6th grade also went on a field trip to Mote a couple weeks ago and we had a great 
time learning about the marine life in Florida.  

Schroeter’s - 6th graders, The new group for 2nd semester is flourishing producing 
artwork inspired by Edvard Munch’s “The Scream” and Discussing Renaissance Linear 
Perspective. 

Schroeter’s - 7th graders are deciding the differences between Graffiti and Street Art , 
while producing a 3D paper-mache original figure in the style of Keith Haring. They have 
included the same message of love and acceptance seen in Haring’s subway pieces from the 
‘80s. I am soooo proud of their ideas! 

Braun - 7th grade civics is finishing up Animal Farm. The students are loving it. We 
began by reviewing the Russian Revolution. We finish up with a project and a comparison 
with the North Korean government today.  

Schell - the kids are writing and writing and mentoring while writing!  On the back of 
this page you will see both the 4th grade and the 7th grade Essay Checklists. The students are 
to read each other’s writings and check off the included components. This will require them 
to talk with each other for identification purposes. Very powerful! 

On Saturday, February 25th Mrs. Schell and students will be at Barnes & Noble to 
support our 1st Amendment Freedom of Speech. We will be presenting Banned Books and 
the research behind their shunning, so to speak.  

NASA’s Student Astronaut Competition Update… 
Vest – The following studetns competed in the Chapter MATHCOUNTS competition. I 

think it is the first all-girls team we’ve ever had! The team of Pragnya Govindu, Julia 
Kourelakos, Camille Edwards, Eden Glickman, and Grace Kim took home first place in both 
the team and ciphering rounds. In addition, Pragnya placed 1st in the individual 
competition, Julia took home 3rd and Grace placed 4th. All of the team will be representing 
Pine View at the state competition in March. Congratulations also to sixth grader Lisa 
Zhang, for placing 8th in the individual competition.  
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Fourth Grade Teams 
BLUE TEAM by 8th gr. Junior Journalist 

Areej Memon 
 

Fourth-grade teachers Jennifer Wise and 
Eduardo Maron love to teach and make a 
difference in their students’ lives. The Blue 
team teachers hope to inspire their students to 
be lifelong learners. As a team, Wise and 
Maron believe that collaboration and group 
activities are what strengthens their students. 

Both Wise and Maron claim that even 
after years of teaching that there is never a dull 
moment. “I like teaching because every day is 
different from the next, and I like the fact that 
when you wake up in the morning, and you 
really don’t know what the day is going to look 

like, and that’s really exciting to me,” Maron 
said. 

 Although both Wise and Maron share similar teaching values, each has their own 
methods to make teaching interesting. Wise encourages her students to be out of the box 
thinkers and tries to incorporate creative aspects into her students’ curriculum.  

“I love to see that light bulb moment, and the ‘aha’ moment in the kids’ faces,” Wise 
said.  

Maron on the other hand includes his own stories within his classroom to create a fun 
teaching environment. Maron also feels that every student should feel comfortable in 
making mistakes and strives to create a safe learning place for his students.  

 “We are like a little family,” Wise said.  
 
 

GOLD TEAM by 7th gr. 

Junior Journalists Sahil 

Agarwal and Chloe Kortie 
 
The Gold team has had Tanya 

Yero and Kyla Quinn working together 
with their students for the last five years. 
Each teacher brings something to the 
table and makes for a balanced team. 

Yero has taught for the last eight 
years and enjoys teaching math and 
science. Quinn on the other hand has 
been at Pine View for the last ten years 
and teaches language arts and social 
studies. In their individual classrooms, 
both Yero and Quinn follow Common 



 
     Page 17 

 

Core curriculum but make sure to incorporate fun activities and experiences in their 
lessons. 

The two teachers have a great friendship, allowing them to work well together and 
communicate with one another about how to help the students learn. The Gold team strives 
to teach students information and its applicability in real life. Both Yero and Quinn 
encourage students to be independent problem solvers and hope that their students walk 
away with good memories at the end of the year.  

 
 

PYTHON TEAM by 8th gr. 

Junior Journalists 

Naina Chauhan and 

Kasumi Wade 
 
Fourth-grade teachers 

Lois Myers, Debbie Delaney 
and Amanda Simon all bring 
their own individual expertise 
and experiences to the Python 
team, creating for a well-
rounded learning 
environment. 

Myers has taught for 
the last 24 years, and the 
subject area that she enjoys 
teaching the most is social 
studies. Through social 
studies, Myers says she is able 
to tell a story to the kids, as if 
she were reading a book. Each 
day she likes to create an 
inviting environment for her students to learn in.  

Delaney is another well-known name on campus, having taught at Pine View for the 
last 14 years. For Delaney, her passion for math and helping students out is what pushes 
her to teach each day. In her classroom, she tries to keep her students engaged and focused 
on their schoolwork.  

Rounding off the Python team, Simon has taught for the last 20 years. Simon makes 
an effort to connect with her students both during and after school hours. Because of her 
interest in establishing connections with students, Simon has started many clubs aimed at 
helping students relax through physical exercise. 

Although each teacher has a unique aspect about her teaching style, each member of 
the Python team shares the love of serving as a role model to younger students. “I believe in 
educating the whole child; academically, socially, physically, and emotionally,” Simon said. 
She added that having taught many students in the fourth-grade, seeing them grow over the 
years and eventually graduating makes the teaching experience all the better.  

 “All of us are extremely respectful, unselfish, and flexible which makes us such a 
great team,” Delaney said. 
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How to Stay Connected with all Things Pine View 
 Join PVA at www.yourpva.org and be sure to complete the All-in-One-Form 

 Read the monthly Pine Views! 

 Join Remind.com by texting @pineviewsc to 81010 

 Log in to Parent Portal and be sure you have included a home or cell number, as well as 
email addresses 

 Join our digital community by following Pine View @pineviewschool on Twitter or Pine 
View School on Facebook 

 Visit our Pine View School website at http://sarasotacountyschools.net/schools/pineview/ 

 Join our Pine View journalism students at http://www.pvtorch.com/ 

 
  

http://www.yourpva.org/
http://sarasotacountyschools.net/schools/pineview/
http://www.pvtorch.com/
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Colors: (please circle choice) Blue, Gold, White, Light Gray, 

Dark Gray Pink 

(A portion of the cost of the pink hoodie will be donated to the American Cancer 

Society Relay for Life) 
*All proceeds from hoodie sales benefit the Pine View Serteen Club.* 

 

Youth Sizes:   SMALL   MEDIUM  LARGE 

 

Adult Sizes:   SMALL   MEDIUM  LARGE  XL  XXL 

 
Please make checks payable to Pine View School. 
 
Name:  _________________________________________________________  
 
Homeroom Teacher:  _____________________________________________  
 
 
 

 

$28 
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Support Pine View – Become a Sponsor 
 

 
 

 
Many Pine View parents have been generous supporters of the Pine View School in the past, and we hope 
that many more will choose to become sponsors this year. The support of our considerate, involved 
parents and business partners enables the Pine View Association to fund many vital programs and 
activities throughout the year! 
 
The PVA Sponsorship Brochure at www.yourpva.org/PDFs/PV_Sponsorship_Menu.pdf lists all the 
benefits that come with different levels of sponsorship. Any donations are welcome. If you choose to 
donate $500 or above, you will become a Business or Family Annual Sponsor. 
 
Starting this year, as part of the Family Annual Sponsorship, we are offering a new benefit: any “Thank 
you” message published in Pine Views can now be customized with a picture or a personal message of your 
choice! Add a congratulations or encouragement to your student or their class, share best moments from 
summer vacation, or just add a family picture – you can personalize your own Pine Views message.  
 
Some of the benefits of becoming an Annual Sponsor are: 

 Pine Views Thank You and Annual Sponsors Reception 

 Pine Views Ads or Pine Views Thank You with Family Name or Family Message 

 Business Logo/Name or Family Name on Event Banner, Sign and T-Shirt for PV Fair 

 Pinnacle Gala tickets 

 Business Name or Family Name listed on Pinnacle invitation 

 Business Logo or Family Name listed on Event Sponsor Banner and T-Shirt for Pinnacle 

 Business Ad or Family Name / Family Message in the Student Directory 

 Business Ad in the Business Directory 

 Business or Family Name listed on PVA Website 
 

Thank you for supporting Pine View School 
Pine View Association         1 Python Path         Osprey FL 34229         (941) 486-2001 

 

 

 
 
 

http://www.yourpva.org/PDFs/PV_Sponsorship_Menu.pdf
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@PineViewSchoolChoirs 
2015-2016 

 

Pine View GOLD! 

 
 
 
 

 

  

Coming up… 
Spring Choral Concert 

Thursday, April 13, 2017 

Pine View Auditorium 

Time: 7:00pm 
 

On January 19-23, 2017 the Pine View High 
School Choir performed at the WorldStrides 
Inaugural Competition in Washington, D.C. All three 
choirs received the high rating: GOLD! Thank you to 
the PVS families, teachers and students for all of 
their support! 
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Orchestra String Program 
 

 

Dear Pine View Parents,  

We are en route to a fantastic second half of the school year. You may have heard that 
many students participate in the Pine View Orchestra program. In fact, we have over 180 
students currently involved in our award-winning program. The students work diligently 
toward their goals, perform beautiful concerts and earn recognition from various music 
adjudicators throughout the state. The Pine View Orchestra program consistently earns 
Superior ratings at Concert Festivals, and Orchestra students consistently earn ratings of 
Superior and Superior with Distinction at Solo & Ensemble Festivals.  

While these accolades are certainly noteworthy, the most critical successes that the 
students attain are these: confidence, determination, a sense of artistry, and a strong desire 
to be part of a friendly and talented group of students. At Pine View, we guide our students 
toward their goals, awaken their interests, and celebrate their efforts to make the world a 
better place. Many students excel at their instrument and use it as part of their college 
application process.  

Playing an orchestral instrument - violin, viola, cello, bass - is akin to opening up a 
great book; the melodies, rhythms and historical context take you to another place and time 
in an emotionally moving, experiential way. The instruments we play in orchestra class are 
primarily the violin, viola, cello and bass, with occasional piano, harpsichord, harp, vocal 
and sound effect/percussion parts. In addition to being part of a team and doing something, 
something that is bigger than any one person, playing a string instrument is fun (a lot of 
fun)! Where else can you hold in your hand a piece of 17th century technology? Speaking of 
technology, maybe you think it’s time that your child takes a break once a day from an 
electronic screen and become part of a social experience. Besides being shown to limit both 
white and gray matter in the brain (Weng, 2012; 2013), electronic screens cannot replicate 
the beauty, wonder, and the sense of accomplishment gained by playing incredible pieces 
from some of the best loved composers of the Western world!  

Fortunately, the string program has openings in all of our sections (violin, viola, cello, 
and bass) for students entering the sixth and seventh (or any) grade next year. Whether 
your child is brand new to instrumental music or has years of experience, there is a place 
for them in our orchestra program. Feel free to contact Mr. Mink so that you will have all 
the necessary information to assist your child in registering and/or auditioning for the Pine 
View String Orchestra next year. 

 
Sincerely,  
Christopher Mink 
Orchestra Director 
Pine View School for the Gifted 
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National Honor Society 
Membership Application Procedure 

 
Who:  Any Interested Sophomore or Junior (who is not already a member) 

        *Must meet NHS requirements – see the NHS website for complete information.* 

What: Apply for induction to NHS for late spring and following years. 

How: The complete application is available online: 

http://teachersites.schoolworld.com/webpages/PVNHS/ 
When: Applications will be accepted February 13 – March 3. 
Submitted applications will receive notification late March for April 12th Induction.  

Questions: email megan.omahony@sarasotacountyschools.net 

 

http://teachersites.schoolworld.com/webpages/PVNHS/
mailto:megan.omahony@sarasotacountyschools.net
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5th Grade Moving UP Celebration! 
Countdown to Middle School 

                             Tuesday, June 6th, 2017 

                                     Brunch 9:30-10:3am 

                          Sponsored by PVA (Students and Families) 

                                 Awards Ceremony 10:45-11:45am                            

                           Sponsored by PVA (Students and Families)           

                                  Evening Celebration 6:00-8:00pm 

                                           Sponsored by donations                         

                           (Students & pre-approved Chaperones only) 

 

Platinum Sponsor $500        Gold Sponsor $250 
Sliver Sponsor $200            Bronze Sponsor $100 
 

Donations of $100 or more will be recognized in the invitation and in the summer edition of Pine Views. 
 
                                 A Suggested $25 donation per 5th grade student is recommended. 
                Please make donations payable to Pine View School and submit to the main office. 
                                              Sponsor donations are due by April 15, 2017 
 
               Please contact Liz Van Osdol with any questions: vanosdoltile@comcast.net 
 

 

                                       5th Grade Moving Up Ceremony  
                                Make checks payable to Pine View School 
 
_____$500 Sponsor_____$250 Sponsor_____$200 Sponsor_____$100 Sponsor_____$25 Family Donation_____  

 
Family Name or Business Name_____________________________________________________ 

 
Child’s Name ___________________________Email Address_____________________________ 
 
 
 

mailto:vanosdoltile@comcast.net
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Let’s Celebrate Our 8th Graders!  

     Pine View Class of 2021 

8th Grade Graduation Festivities 

 

PLEASE SAVE THESE DATES: 
 

8th Grade Dance, Friday, May 19th 
8th Grade Graduation Ceremony, Thursday, June 1st 

8th Grade Trip to Universal Studios, Saturday, June 3rd 
 
The dance and graduation reception are paid for by your donations and sponsorships.  
Donations of $100 or more will be recognized in the program for graduation and our 

summer Pine Views. 
A letter will be sent home with pricing and all the necessary forms for the Orlando trip. 
 

Sponsorship Opportunities: 
 

$1000 Platinum Sponsor $500 Gold Sponsor $300 Python Sponsor 
 
$200 Blue Sponsor  $100 Silver Sponsor $25 Family Sponsor 

 
Proceeds will go towards catering for dance, photo booth, DJ, 

cookies/drinks for graduation reception, invitations, flowers for 
reception, dance décor, paper goods, dance desserts and drinks, and 
graduation gift. 

 
Donations of any amount are welcome. A suggested $25 per family is 

recommended. 
 
Please, make your checks payable to Pine View School – Class of 2021, and send 

them to the front office by April 21st. 
 

 
___$1000  ___$500  ___$300 ___$200  ___$100  ___$25   ___Other 
Family or Business Name _____________________________________________ 
 
Child’s Name ____________________________________________________ 
 
Email address ___________________________________________________ 
 
Phone # ________________________________________________________ 

 
THANK YOU FOR YOUR DONATION! Class of 2021 Planning Committee 
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Pine View School Second Semester Exam Schedule 
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Tentative State/AP/Finals Testing Schedule March-May 2017 
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THANK YOU … 
 
 

The Burroughs Family 
 

ANNUAL SPONSORS 

THANK YOU … 
 
 

The Byju Family 
 

ANNUAL SPONSORS  

 
THANK YOU … 
 
 

The Chu Family 
 

ANNUAL SPONSORS 
 

 
THANK YOU … 
 
 

The Copsey Family 
 

ANNUAL SPONSORS 
 

 
THANK YOU … 
 
 

Densmore Family 
 

ANNUAL SPONSORS 
 

 
THANK YOU … 
 
 

Dr. Scott Han and Family 
 

ANNUAL SPONSORS 
 

 
THANK YOU … 
 
 

The Famiglio Family 
 

ANNUAL SPONSORS 
 

 
THANK YOU … 
 
 

The Jarczynski Family 
 

ANNUAL SPONSORS 
 

 
THANK YOU … 
 
 

The Jemison Family 
 

ANNUAL SPONSORS 
 
 

 
THANK YOU … 
 
 

The Kourelakos Family 
 

ANNUAL SPONSORS 
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THANK YOU … 
 
 

The Legare Family 
 

ANNUAL SPONSORS 
 

THANK YOU … 
 
 

The McCurdy Family 
 

ANNUAL SPONSORS 
 

THANK YOU … 
 
 

The Mercado Family 
 

ANNUAL SPONSORS 
 

THANK YOU … 
 
 

The Merkher Family 
 

ANNUAL SPONSORS 
 

THANK YOU … 
 
 

The Ruffing Paulus Family 
 

ANNUAL SPONSORS 
 

THANK YOU … 
 
 

The Witter Family 
 

ANNUAL SPONSORS 
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Media Center News 

Update from the Backpack Commitee 

 

Creativity Unleashed  
Students enjoyed a Robotics display last month in the Media Center, thanks to Mr. 

Wormington and his students who put together an exciting visual presentation that 
included two robots and a fantastic video explaining the Robotics program here at Pine 
View as well as the international competition the students attend.  

   Also, we celebrated Black History Month with a book display highlighting all levels of 
readers here at Pine View and subjects that include astronauts, writers, politicians, slavery 
and civil rights. just to name a few. Students and Staff are invited and encouraged to check 
these books out! Students also tried our “Do You Know These Black Americans in History 
Matching” Puzzle. 

And for President’s Day we had a Missing Presidents  Contest. 

Cathy Tracy / Media 
 
 

 

 
 

Our students even take a creative 
approach to filling out textbook 
nameplates – let’s help them get 
creative about easing the burden on 
their backs! 

 
  

Thanks to all the families and teachers who have helped 
us learn what we can do to help our students lessen the 
load. Recent successes include: 
o Provision of lockers for 6th graders – All 6th graders are 

now eligible for a locker. All they need is a locker 
buddy and a $5 Pine View lock (which they can keep 
for the rest of their PV career). Thanks to Ms. Fair for 
facilitating this responsive step. 

o Coordination with PV faculty at February’s faculty 
meeting – We shared some suggestions and learned 
about what faculty members are already doing to help. 
We plan to collaborate as a faculty to make sure the 
agenda is as streamlined as possible for next year – 
every ounce counts! 
Important note: More and more we see that the 

students are the critical piece in this equation. Some 
teachers advise students to take apart their workbooks (so 
they only have to carry a chapter at a time), or to only bring 
a certain book once a week, but our students don’t always 
follow through. Encourage your children to problem-solve 
the issues they face – there may be a solution at their 
fingertips.  
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THANK YOU … 
 
 

 

 

The  

Patrice  

Family 
 

 

 

 

 

 

ANNUAL SPONSORS 
 

 
THANK YOU … 
 
 

 

 

Pauline 

Wamsler  

Joerger 
 

 

 

 

 

 

ANNUAL SPONSORS 
 

 
THANK YOU … 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The 

Wilborn 

Family 
 

 

 

 
 

 

ANNUAL SPONSORS 
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The Pine View Elementary 

Difference 
Gifted students have several options in Sarasota County. 

What makes Pine View so unique? 
 

Academics 
o Pine View teachers have taken 300 hours of coursework 

to help them meet the needs of gifted learners. They 
work to address our students’ creativity, sensitivity, and 
craving for intellectual stimulation. 

o Pine View teachers plan instruction that pushes students beyond easy answers and 
into conceptual understanding. Some students comment that “enrichment” at their 
previous schools was just “more of the same.” At Pine View, we offer a qualitatively 
different academic experience that helps students take ownership of their learning. 

o Our students don't just coast through – they learn the value of effort. Regardless of 
where each student starts, our teachers push each one to grow in a variety of 
challenging areas including literary analysis, math reasoning, persuasive writing, 
scientific inquiry, public speaking, media literacy, athleticism, sportsmanship, and 
musical and artistic expression.  

 

Wellness 
o Our faculty applies best practices we learn from current research to help our 

students perform at their best. We know physical movement drives brain growth and 
we incorporate an extra recess opportunity in 2nd and 3rd grades, in addition to a 
before- school running club that any elementary or middle school student can join 
for free. 

o We have green thumbs! If you haven’t seen our school garden, you will be amazed at 
the bounty we consistently harvest. Additionally, many of our elementary classrooms 
have “tower gardens” where students can snack on greens and veggies as they wish.  

o We know many of our students are prone to perfectionism and may struggle with 
accepting mistakes. We offer opportunities before and during school for students to 
learn mindfulness techniques to help them respond rather than react to challenges.  

 

Social-Emotional Learning 
o In many elementary schools there is only one gifted class per grade. Students at Pine 

View have multiple classes per grade, and this larger cohort of gifted peers allows for 
students to find others to really connect with. 

o Students notice the increased independence and responsibility immediately upon 
entering elementary school – they suddenly have choices about where to eat lunch, 
and they begin walking themselves to class in third grade. Our teachers work to 
foster life skills such as organization, resilience, and self-advocacy by giving students 
progressively more responsibility for their education. 

o Our faculty is committed to helping our students cope with and learn from difficult 
situations. We use restorative circles to give students a voice in solving real life 
problems, and we operate from a growth mindset which teaches that mistakes are 
not identity threats, but are instead learning opportunities (or “discoveries”).  
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Shared Decision Making Team 

Minutes from January 26th Meeting  
The last few weeks have been a busy and exciting time for Pine View students with field 

trips to Washington D.C., Dakin Farms, All State Choir, and Biz Town to name a few! The 
SDMT by-laws which were re-adopted last spring after review and were covered in previous 
meeting minutes of SDMT contain three standing subcommittees: Personnel, budget, 
and curriculum. The purpose of the three standing subcommittees is to focus the energy 
and thought of SDMT on those three main areas relative to the school improvement plan and 
our mission as a school. 

 The personnel subcommittee would give thought and consideration to recommending 
interview questions to get the highest quality candidates to work with gifted students. 

 The budget subcommittee would review the district allocated dollars and school 
budget and make recommendations on school instructional priorities to help our 
students. 

 The curriculum subcommittee would look at courses offered at Pine View and make 
recommendations to SDMT for suggested additions, deletions, or changes to maximize 
our mission with students. 

The payroll office informed us that School Recognition or A+ funds are to be included in 
the February 15th paycheck and the total amount is $214,107 which is divided among the 
employees in 15-16. The 2017-2018 high school course catalogue is now posted on the PV 
website- on the right-hand side, under Academics. Several new offerings are listed, as well as 
the return of ENC 1101/1102 (on page 58). Department Chairs and faculty are involved 
annually in recommending courses for addition or deletion. Our counselors have been 
meeting with all rising 9th through 12th grade students and sharing the high school course 
description book which contains some noteworthy improvements: a time budget worksheet 
for students and parents, PSAT / AP score comparison charts, and flow charts which 
provide a visual representation for pathways. 

Possible solutions about high volume of copy use (Blding. 16 and Media Center) now that 
front office copiers cannot be used were discussed; use of District Print Shop, Mrs. Nzeza 
suggested an "Inbox" – teacher name, number of copies then volunteers can make copies and 
teachers can pick them up in front office. Lastly, a quick note for the electricians to look into 
the bathroom light issue in Blding 16. 
 

We want YOU to Join PVA 
PVA is Pine View’s parent/teacher organization. Membership in PVA is FREE, but provides 

you with access to a world of PV information – what a deal! Once you join, Pine Views, will 

arrive in your mailbox nine times throughout the year. You will also receive PVA’s mid-

month electronic newsletter updates. Although membership in PVA is free, you must re-

register every year. If you would like to make a donation to PVA – GREAT! Every dollar goes 

right back to Pine View! As an added bonus, for every $50 you donate, you will receive a PV 

Tervis Tumbler, available ONLY by donating to PVA!  Please go to www.yourpva.org, click 

on “All In One Form,” and register today! 

 
 

http://www.yourpva.org/
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Sample Absence Form 
MESSAGE FROM HOME 

Date: ____________________ 
 

STUDENT'S FULL NAME:___________________________ 
 

Grade: __________ 
 
is LATE due to: ____________________________________ 
 
WILL BE PICKED UP by ____________________________ 
 
at ____________  Reason:  __________________________ 
               (time) 

 

_________________________________________________ 
(Note: An individual picking up a student MUST be on the contact list and be 18 
years of age or older.) 
 

is returning to school after an ABSENCE on: 
 

_________________________________________________ 
(Dates) 
 

_________________________________________________ 
(Illness or Other Reason) 
 

Other: ___________________________________________ 
 
_________________________________________________ 

 

  

Parent Signature: ____________________________ 
 

Parent Phone #: _____________________ ______ __ 
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Literacy Teacher of the Year 
Please join me in celebrating Kyla Quinn, Pine View’s Literacy Teacher of the Year. Kyla 

is a visionary fourth grade teacher, who consistently turns every student in her class into a 
passionate reader.  

As you walk down the hall, you can feel the excitement about books before you even enter 
Kyla’s room. In the hall she displays colorful book jackets, grouped by affiliation – “If you like 
Harry Potter,” “Sleep with the lights on,” and “Hooked on the first line!” She knows how to 
connect even the most reluctant reader with books – year after year, parents marvel at the 
transformation as their children come home and read, read, read! 

Inside the classroom, the atmosphere is electric. Kyla’s students avidly pursue the 40 
book challenge – a menu of books from different categories that they read from across the 
year. Her room is stocked with graphic novels, brand new realistic fiction, biographies, and 
more – all to get her kids to embrace different genres. And they do!  

Kyla and her partner regularly host “The Book Awards,” in which students in the class 
vote for the best cliffhanger, meanest character, “Book I wish I were a part of,” etc. Besides 
voting for the winners, students serve as MCs, write scripts to introduce categories, and 
provide “talent” via musical accompaniment. Reading is a celebration in Kyla’s room.  

Finally, I wanted to celebrate Kyla for her clear vision of what students need. One of her 
current students identified his favorite thing about her class, “She gives us time to read every 
single day!” It shouldn’t be so remarkable for a teacher to value independent reading and 
devote precious classroom time to it, but she and her students know that it is. Kyla, we thank 
you for your vision and your dedication. 

We are so proud to announce Kyla as Pine View School’s Literacy Teacher of the Year! 
Stephen P. Covert, Ph.D. 
Principal 

 

Elementary Spirit Day 
Friday, March 10th during specials 

Don’t forget your PE shoes on this FUN day! Students in 

grades 2-5 will participate in the 50 yard dash, Tug-of-War, relay 

races, and an obstacle course. Shirts will be on sale for $10 each 

or two for $15 (for same student or a family member) before 

school starting March 6th by the steps of the auditorium and 

during lunch. Students may also purchase a shirt from Coach 

Ballard during PE class. Spirit Day shirts are not required to 

participate in the activities; please wear a shirt the color of your 

team if you don’t purchase one. Parents are invited to come and 

watch or volunteer to help out. Please contact Coach Ballard at 

liz.ballard@sarasotacountyschools.net if you are interested in 

volunteering. 

Go Pythons! 
  

mailto:liz.ballard@sarasotacountyschools.net
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Christine Braun 

Wins Sarasota 

County Middle 

School Teacher Of 

The Year 

It is with great pleasure that 
Pine View celebrated Chris 
Braun’s selection as the Sarasota 
County Schools’ Middle Level 
Teacher of the Year!  

Staff created a fairly elaborate ruse to get her and the 7th and 8th graders to the 
auditorium to surprise her with balloons, flowers, the current and future superintendent, 
School Board Chair, Caroline Zucker, and representatives from the Education Foundation 
and other community groups. Victor Mongillo and the Pine View Jazz Band played and got 
everyone excited, and then the surprise began! All of Pine View are so proud of Chris, and 
celebrate with her in this immense recognition.  

She will now go into the final selection process with the elementary and high school 
teacher of the year finalists for the overall Sarasota County Schools’ Teacher of the Year 
which will be announced on April 5th. 

Please join us in thanking Chris for consistently going the extra degree for our students, 
and wish her the best! 

(Photo by HALEIGH BROWN) 
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Peramathon 

2017 

 

Robert Grey Guttridge 

Dr. Covert on the starting line with the other runners 
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Camilia 

Famiglio 
and Suzi Shea 



   
 

Page 56  

5th Grade Trip  

to St. Augustine 
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Advertise Your Business in Pine Views 
 

  
 

  

Pine Views provides a fantastic and targeted opportunity to promote your business, 

odrganization, or club to more than 2,000 of Pine View’s families, faculty, staff, and business 

owners. Pine Views is a popular, must-read resource for Pine View families. Most families read 

it cover to cover! And advertising in Pine Views not only provides a unique opportunity to 

communicate with our families, business owners, and staff but has the added benefit of 

supporting Pine View School. Plus, PV families are incredibly loyal to the businesses that 

support our school. All advertisements and payments must be received by the 10th of 

the month to be included in the following month’s issue. Pine Views is published by 

PVA and provided free to every student family. 
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